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SUBJECT; BOXING TEAM TOUR 

REF: STATE 278700 

1 . AMERICAN MILITARY BOXING TEAM'SHORT VISIT TO BAMAKO 
(OCTOBER 30 PM THRU NOVEMBER 2 AM) JUDGED SUCCESSFUL ON ALL 
COUNTS. THOUGH ONLY POSSIBLE SCHEDULE THEM ON SUNDAY AND MONDAY 
EVENING (MALIAN BOXERS ALL WORKING MEN), TEAM RAN TWO INTENSIVE 
WORKSHOP-TRAINING SESSIONS SUNDAY AM AND PM AND PARTICIPATED IN 
ONE HEAVILY-ATTENDED EXHIBITION MATCH MONDAY EVENING (MORE THAN 
300 CROWDED INTO BOXING HALL WITH SEVERAL HUNDRED OUTSIDE). 

2. TRAINING SESSIONS RAN 2 TO 3 HOURS EACH, WITH U.S. COACH AND 
BOXERS WORKING WITH INDIVIDUAL MALIAN COUNTERPARTS, DEMONSTRAT 
ING BASICS AND NEW TECHNIQUES. CBS SPORTS FILM ON LAST YEAR'S 
WORLD MILITARY CHAMPIONSHIPS (WHICH INCLUDED ONE MATCH 
FEATURING BOXER KEITH BROOM) WAS SHOWN DURING FIRST SESSION AND 
WAS MUCH APPRECIATED (THOUGH NARRATED IN ENGLISH THIS PRESENTED 
NO PROBLEM SINCE, ESPECIALLY FOR BOXERS, ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER 
THAN WORDS). 

3. EXHIBITION FEATURED EIGHT THREE-ROUND O-DECISION 
MATCHES, FIRST SIX BETWEEN MALIAN BOXERS, LAST TWO BETWEEN 
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OUTCLASSED MALIANS, DEMO-MATCHES WELL RECEIVED BY AUDIENCE, 

WITH SPECTATORS AND BOXERS TRUE SPORTSMEN THROUGHOUT. 

4. ESCORT AND TRANSLATION SERVICE PROVIDED BY THREE PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS WAS CRUCIAL TO PROGRAM'S SUCCESS, 

ESPECIALLY IN DEMONSTRATIONS AND IN AFTER-HOURS CONTACT WITH 
MALIAN COUNTERPARTS. BACKED BY THEIR ESCORT TRANSLATORS, 

TEAM WAS FAIRLY EFFECTIVE (I.E., COMMUNICATIVE) IN-AND-OUT 

OF THE RING, ESPECIALLY COACH BROWN WHO DID MUCH TO ENCOURAGE 
HIS MALIAN PEER. 

5. ALL THREE AMERICANS HAD SOME CULTURAL SHOCKS DURING 

THEIR BAMAKO STAY, AND THEY OBVIOUSLY WELCOMEND CHANCE TO SPEND 
FREE HOURS IN AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT (PAO'S, MARINE HOUSE). THE 
TEAM WAS DEFINITELY A NO-PROBLEM, HARD-WORKING AND SOCIALLY -EASY 
GROUP. 

6. THE MINISTRY OF YOUTH, ARTS, CULTURE AND SPORTS SPONSORED 
TEAM, AND MALIAN BOXING FEDERATION HAD DELEGATIONS AT AIRPORT 
FOR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE AND HOSTED ONE SMALL RECEPTION. IN 
COUNTRIES LIKE MALI, ATHLETES AND MEMBERS OF SPONSORING GROUPS 
OFTEN ARE MILITARY OR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, AND, IN ADDITION TO 
SPORTS ANGLE, VISITS SUCH AS THE BOXING TEAM'S OFFER MISSION 
OFFICERS GOOD OPPORTUNITIES TO BROADEN CONTACTS WITH KEY 
GROUPS. CERTAINLY SPORTS CAN BE SOME OF OUR MOST ATTRACTIVE, 
HIGHLY- VISIBLE AND LOW-COST CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS, 

EFFECTIVELY DEMONSTRATING U.S. PROGRESS IN THAT FIELD AND OUR 
INTEREST IN THE HOST COUNTRY. IN EVIDENCE, SUBSEQUENT NEWSPAPER 
COVERAGE NOTED WITH SOME PRIDE THAT MALI WAS "ONE OF THE 

FEW FRANCOPHONE COUNTRIES PRIVILEGED TO WELCOME THE AMERICAN 
BOXERS" AND THAT THEIR VISIT "WILL ENCOURAGE ANEW" THE 
SPORT IN MALI. 

7. POUCHING PHOTOS AND CLIPPINGS. 
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